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ATC Policy on Recreational User Fees – Draft 

 
Background 

 
Last year, in March 2013, this issue paper,  “Recreation  User Fees on the A.T.,” was shared with all four Regional 
Partnership Committees: (https://www.dropbox.com/s/y14yn9j89e6cxw8/ATC%20Issue%20Paper%20-
%20Recreation%20User%20Fees.pdf).  Most if not all committees concurred with the concept of developing a Fee 
policy, a draft of which was prepared by the Trail & Camping Committee of the Stewardship Council and is 
presented below. 

 

Introduction 

The unrestricted and unregimented experience for which the Appalachian Trail is managed stands in direct 
contrast to the imposition of individual Recreation User Fees for hiking or camping. In the 1981 Appalachian Trail 
Comprehensive Plan,  Part  II,  Paragraph  6(b)  says:  “Hiker  regulations  will  be  kept  as  unrestrictive  as  possible,  and 
should be developed only to the extent they are proven necessary to protect the physical trail, its environment, 
and  the  interests  of  adjacent  landowners.”  In  a  footnote  it  says:  “In  certain  high-use areas along the Trail, the need 
for regulation has been demonstrated,  and  the  managing  partner  will  give  these  areas  special  attention.”  Over  the  
subsequent 30-plus years, the vast volunteer contribution responsible for the construction, maintenance and 
administration of the A.T. has made Recreation User Fees generally unnecessary.   

 
This policy does not pertain to Special Use Permit fees charged to outfitter-guide operations and other Special Uses. 
 
Before new Recreation User Fees are considered, the current volunteer-driven management system must be 
shown to be inadequately addressing significant impacts occurring to the cultural, natural or experiential resources 
of the Appalachian Trail. If such is the case, Recreation User Fees will be the last consideration among all 
reasonable alternatives. Fee systems that leverage the existence of the Appalachian Trail for purposes not directly 
related  to  improving  the  Trail’s  resources  or  the  visitor  experience  should  be  avoided.  If fees are collected, the land 
manager should share financial information (amount collected and how expended) annually with other managing 
partners. The ATC and the relevant Appalachian Trail Club shall be included in the discussion to plan how fees are 
expended. 
 

Statement of Policy 
 

ATC is generally opposed to charging mandatory Recreation User Fees for hiking or for the use of campsites or 
shelters along the Appalachian Trail. 
 
(1) New fee proposals shall be discussed in advance by the A.T. management partnership – the land managing 

agencies, Appalachian Trail Conservancy, and Appalachian Trail Clubs – well in advance of proposed 
implementation.  Proposals should enjoy a broad consensus of support from that partnership. Before a fee 
system is implemented, other alternatives must be first identified, researched, considered, and shown to be 
inadequate. 

 
(2) If fees are charged, they should: 

a. Demonstrably and directly benefit the A.T. hiker at the affected location and/or remediate cultural or 
natural resource impacts at the affected location. 

b. Be structured to maintain the highest level of freedom, spontaneity and maintaining the A.T. Experience 
for  Trail  users.  See  the  ATC’s  1997 Policy on the A.T. Experience and Non-Hiking Recreational Uses of Trail 
Lands for reference. 

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/y14yn9j89e6cxw8/ATC%20Issue%20Paper%20-%20Recreation%20User%20Fees.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/y14yn9j89e6cxw8/ATC%20Issue%20Paper%20-%20Recreation%20User%20Fees.pdf
http://www.appalachiantrail.org/docs/trail-management-policies/a-t-experience-and-non-hiking-recreational-uses-1997.pdf
http://www.appalachiantrail.org/docs/trail-management-policies/a-t-experience-and-non-hiking-recreational-uses-1997.pdf
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c. Be structured to include non-fee alternatives. For example, this may be in the form of a regulation 

allowing  camping  in  undesignated,  dispersed  campsites,  a  “work  for  stay”  policy  at  the  fee  site,  or  
provision of non-fee overnight sites within a reasonable journey from the fee site. 

d. Be periodically reviewed and evaluated by A.T. management partners and the fee eliminated when it is no 
longer needed. 

 
Regional Partnership Committee Review 

 
Please review the draft policy, suggest any amendments, and endorse or oppose it as it moves forward as ATC 
direction possibly as late as this fall due to the press of other business. 
 
 



March 2013 Regional Partnership Committees  
 

Recreation User Fees on the A.T. 
 
Issue: Great Smoky Mountains National Park (GRSM) implemented a revised backcountry permit 
system in February 2013 that requires all visitors to all backcountry sites in the park—including the 
thirteen sites along the A.T.—to pay a year-round permit fee, despite strong opposition from the Smoky 
Mountains Hiking Club (SMHC), ATC, the Appalachian Long Distance Hikers Association (ALDHA), and 
other partners. This NPS action has prompted SMHC and ATC to explore a Trail-wide policy or position 
that addresses user fees, prior to other A.T. land-managing agencies proposing fee systems.  
 
Background: Backcountry overnight user fees have long been in place on the A.T. in three New England 
Trail states: Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine. The Green Mountain Club (GMC) and the 
Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) implemented overnight fees in Vermont and New Hampshire, 
respectively, back in the early 1970s to offset recreational impacts at high-use sites on the Green and 
White National Forests. The fees are collected on site by caretakers, who provide information and Leave 
No Trace education, perform trail and campsite rehabilitation and maintenance, manage human-waste 
composting systems, and assist in search and rescue activity. There are three fee sites managed by 
GMC on or near the A.T. in Vermont. AMC manages seven on or near the A.T. in New Hampshire and 
one in Maine. 
 
The fees are collected by these two Trail clubs between Memorial Day and Columbus Day. The fees 
partially offset the cost associated with operating these high-use sites, with the clubs subsidizing costs 
associated with visitor impacts through other revenue sources. All but one of these combined 11 A.T. 
sites are on National Forest Land where dispersed camping is allowed, and both clubs also operate free 
sites along the A.T. All of these sites are popular and are operated on a first-come/first serve basis. 
Although groups with six or more participants are asked to provide their itineraries to the clubs in advance 
to avoid overcrowding, this is a voluntary web-based system that is not required, nor are there regulations 
requiring that visitors must stay at these sites.  
 
The Baxter State Park Authority charges overnight use fees at three sites on or near the A.T. in the Park. 
Daicey Pond and Katahdin Stream Campground require advance reservations and a fee is charged. 
Long-distance hikers can stay at The Birches Campground (near Katahdin Stream) without a reservation, 
although a fee is charged. Dispersed camping is not allowed in Baxter, and there are no free sites. 
 
ATC New England Regional Director Hawk Metheny served as the long-time manager  of  AMC’s  
backcountry campsite program in the Whites and provides the following observations for managing a 
successful backcountry fee program: 
 

1) In general, fees are most appropriate and best received by the visitor when revenue is 
transparently and directly applied to the mitigation of recreational impacts to the resource. 

 
2) Only consider implanting a fee system after all other site management options have been 

attempted, such as:  
- Providing pretrip planning information and educational materials (site guidelines, LNT, etc.)  
- Providing onsite education either passively (signs) or actively (ridgerunners or caretakers) 
- Campsite improvements such as redesign or restoration 
- Implementing a free permit system limiting the number of visitors in space and time 
- Implementing regulations, i.e. group size, no fires, bear canisters, etc.  
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3) If after exhausting all other options fees are still deemed necessary keep them as low as 
possible. 
 

4) To be successful, a fee program must be accompanied by an extensive information and 
education program to explain and justify why a fee is in place to gain visitor receptivity and 
support. 
 

5) Revenue generated by fees should only be used to directly manage or prevent recreational 
impacts at a given location and not be absorbed into general agency administrative or treasury 
budgets. 
 

6) To the extent possible strive to continue to offer free overnight sites in addition to fee sites, or at a 
minimum, provide free use at certain times of the year. 
 

7) Despite all of the above steps, be prepared for some visitors to be noncompliant.  

 
Current Situation: Not all fee systems on the A.T. are alike, and the GRSM fee program is the first of its 
kind to be implemented on the Appalachian Trail. A backcountry visitor to the Smokies can only legally 
camp at a designated site (dispersed camping is not allowed in the Park), must have a permit or 
reservation, and now must pay a fee.  
 
The chart below provides a summary of existing fee programs on the A.T. 
 

Appalachian Trail Fee Programs—2013 
 
 GMNF 

GMC 
 

WMNF and 
Mahoosucs 
AMC 

Baxter State Park Great Smoky 
Mountains NP 

Fee at all sites/ all 
year?  

NO NO YES, when park is 
open 

YES 

Amount of fee 
when charged 
 (person/night) 

$5.00 $8.00 Birches: $10 
Other sites: $30 
(park entrance fee 
also charged) 

$4/person/night 
Maximum: $20 & 7 
nights 

Fees support on-
site personnel for 
visitor assistance? 

YES 
continuous 
caretaker 
coverage 

YES 
 continuous 
caretaker 
coverage 

YES 
continuous park 
ranger coverage 

YES  
NPS rangers, 
roving not 
continuous 
coverage 

Reservation or 
Permit required 

NO NO YES: 2 sites 
NO: 1 site 

YES 

Dispersed 
Camping allowed 

YES YES NO NO 

 
 
While the other fee programs have been in place for decades, the recent GRSM is controversial because 
it adds a fee to an existing reservation system—the apparent purpose of the fee is to  “improve  customer  
service”  through  the  Park’s investment in an online reservation system. All of the site-management 
options mentioned under #2 above are already in place at the overnight sites along the A.T. in the GRSM 
through collaboration with SMHC and ATC. Several of them were initiated by the club or ATC and have 
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resulted in substantial improvement to resource conditions and the overnight experience. Furthering the 
controversy is the fact that the GRSM program is now the only system on the A.T. where all backcountry 
visitors to the Park must: 1) stay at a designated site; 2) obtain a permit in advance; and, 3) now pay a 
fee any time of year as there are no longer any no-fee overnight sites. 
 
It is these latter three requirements that put the greatest restrictions on an A.T. visitor, in contrast to the 
other fee programs previously in place on the A.T. The Appalachian Trail has long been recognized as 
providing a free opportunity for a spontaneous venture, unlike many other National Parks across the 
country.  
 
Supporting excerpts from the 1981 Comprehensive Plan for the Protection, Management, Development 
and Use of Appalachian National Scenic Trail: 
 

“Hiker regulations will be kept as unrestrictive as possible, and should be developed only to the extent 
they are proven necessary to protect the physical trail, its environment, and the interests of adjacent 
landowners” 
 
“The  Trail  will  be  continuous  in  its  marking  and  be  open  to  all  to  walk  upon  it” 
 
“Reflect  a  sympathetic  concern  for  the  special  needs  of  long-distance  hikers” 
 
“Foster  an  unregimented  atmosphere  and  otherwise  encourage  self-reliance and respect for Trail 
values  by  users” 
 

It is also recognized that with declining federal and state budgets, additional fee proposals or increases 
may be expected. To that end, note that a federally administered Recreation Pass fee program has been 
in effect for over 15 years on the White Mountain National Forest (WMNF) requiring a daily, weekly, or 
annual pass for parking at several A.T. trailheads. The WMNF has recently proposed raising these fees 
which is pending approval from the Regional Forester. 
 
Also, on January 1, 2012, the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (DGIF) instituted a fee 
for visitors 17 and over to department-owned Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs), one of which is 
crossed by the A.T. Unless they possess a valid Virginia hunting, freshwater fishing, or trapping license, 
or a current Virginia boat registration, hikers on DGIF lands need a $4 per day permit ($23 per year 
season pass) to access the popular flower viewing area of the G. Richard Thompson Wildlife 
Management Area in northern Virginia (about 8 A.T. miles). Thru-hikers can use the A.T. for free. 
 
The  Trail  and  Camping  Committee  of  ATC’s  Stewardship  Council,  and ATC and APPA staff suggest that 
having a recreation fee policy in place would better position the A.T. management community to offer 
guidance and aid that mitigates agency costs if/when other fee programs are proposed. 
 
Discussion: Review current and potential future A.T. fee programs at all four Regional Partnership 
Committee meetings and determine if ATC, the maintaining clubs,  and  the  Trail’s  visitors  would  benefit  
from a formal policy on this issue.  
 
Attachments: Fee policies or guidance from partner organizations for reference 
 
American Hiking Society 
Appalachian Mountain Club 
Pacific Crest Trail Association 
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American  Hiking  Society 

Recreation  Fee  Policy 

Background 
As  the  national  voice  for  America’s  hikers,  American  Hiking  Society  promotes  and  protects  foot  
trails and the hiking experience. American Hiking Society is committed to working 
cooperatively with Congress, land management agencies, and our members to address the proper 
role and application of user fees. Inherent in this spirit of cooperation is the position that the 
experience of hiking and the interest of hiking constituents must be protected. 

In 2004, Congress passed the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (FLREA) covering 
five federal agencies (National Park Service, USDA Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, US Fish & Wildlife Service, and the Bureau of Reclamation) and providing a ten-
year fee authorization. This law replaced the Recreational Fee Demonstration Program (Fee 
Demo) created in 1996 as a three-year experiment and subsequently extended several times. 

Provisions within the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act include: 

 Altered fee structure to eliminate fees for primitive backcountry and wilderness 
recreation and charge fees only where there is a clear and demonstrable service. 

 Creating a new national, interagency pass ("America the Beautiful" pass). 
 Public notification and involvement procedures including creation of Recreation 

Resource Advisory Committees. 
 Limitations on use of funds. 
 Authority to recognize volunteers with passes. 

Position 
American Hiking Society supports recreation fees in concept, as they can provide much needed 
additional revenue to land managing agencies and have the potential to directly support 
recreation and hiking trails. Fees must not offset federal or state funding or result in reduced 
congressional appropriations for recreation management. Congress and the agencies must not 
consider fees a panacea to the current underfunding and understaffing of trails and other 
recreation management needs. 

American Hiking Society supports the provisions in FLREA requiring retention of all fee 
revenues by the agencies, with at least 80% of fees retained at the site where they are collected, 
and the limitations on use of fees for administration and overhead. 
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Considerations for an effective fee program include the following: 

 Fees should be fair and equitable. Agencies must set fees at levels that do not preclude 
lower income groups from visiting our public lands and correlate fee structure with cost 
or level of facility provided and/or impact created. For example, it may be appropriate to 
charge higher fees for certain high impact uses that can be demonstrated through 
scientific research or land manager assessment to result in significant resource damage or 
require greater levels of service. But, minimal fees, or no fees should be charged for uses 
that result in little or no impact to the resource or require only a limited administrative 
presence. 

 Fee payment/collection should be convenient, and agencies should engage the public in 
fee policy development. The agencies should further explore options such as differential 
pricing (e.g. based on party size and/or length of stay) and retain free access and sites 
where feasible. Agencies should improve coordination efforts to reduce the multiplicity 
of fees within sites and encourage reciprocity of fees among adjacent sites/lands under 
the same or different jurisdictions. 

 Agencies should improve accountability and evaluation procedures and ensure efficiency 
and cost-effectiveness in fee program administration. Agencies should disclose 
information to the public about the criteria that will be applied to determine whether or 
not an individual fee program is successful or the program as a whole is successful, and 
should acknowledge instances where projects have failed. Long-term authorization 
should require that expenditures on administration be tightly monitored and limited in 
scope. 

 Fees should not produce perverse incentives for expansion of development oriented 
activities and facilities. Agencies must not place greater emphasis on attracting visitors or 
constructing new facilities than protecting resources and preserving the natural elements 
of the hiking experience. 

 Long term-authorization should include triggers for reducing fees over time at sites that 
regularly generate more revenue than is required for backlog needs on site. 

 Any fee system should consider volunteers. Congress and/or agency decision makers 
should  set  guidelines  to  enhance  the  agencies’  ability  to  partner  with  volunteers  on  
maintenance, visitor services, and resource management projects and ensure volunteer 
contributions are recognized through provisions such as free seasonal, annual, or national 
passes for a given number of volunteer hours. 

 Land agencies may use fee revenues to address maintenance, visitor services, resource 
management needs, and research to support these activities. 

Revised by the American Hiking Society Board of Directors: October 20, 2007 
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Appalachian Mountain Club 
Policy on Recreational User Fees 

 
Approved by Conservation Programs Committee - May 2009 

 
 
AMC first established a “backcountry user fee policy” in 1975, which focused primarily 
on federal lands. The policy statement has been updated to respond to an increasing 
trend in recreational user fee proposals by public agencies for state lands and public 
waters as well. In 2008-2009, AMC reviewed and updated the policy within the context of 
current issues surrounding user fees and their implementation, as well as with the 
understanding that human-powered recreationists already contribute a substantial 
amount through existing public funding mechanisms as well as thousands of volunteer 
stewardship hours donated annually. This policy, and the accompanying general 
principles, is intended to provide guidelines for analyzing and responding to fee 
proposals rather than to suggest a specific acceptable fee system. 
 
AMC’s 1975 backcountry recreational user fee policy offers support for such fees, 
stating: 
 

• “Recreational users should be prepared to pay for the use of facilities and 
services available in the backcountry.” 

• “Fees that provide funds to rehabilitate or undertake preventative 
maintenance are a legitimate and important tool of the manager.” 

 
The 1975 policy also states that the burden for funding the protection and management of 
natural areas for recreation, and the public value these areas provide, should not fall 
solely on users, and that any such fees should not be imposed in a manner that restricts 
the availability of nature-based recreation to the public at large: 
 

• “The federal government should continue its leadership role in the acquisition, 
development and administration of those backcountry areas that are of national 
and regional importance. State and local governments have a responsibility to 
provide and protect backcountry that is close-to-home. The availability of 
privately owned areas for recreation should be encouraged through tax 
adjustments, purchase of conservation restrictions and the use of other 
incentives.” 

• “There must be areas of backcountry that are available to people regardless of 
their ability to pay. There should always be areas that can be used without paying 
a fee.” 

 
 
Policy Statement: 
AMC supports recreation user fees, in concept, as a tool to fund recreation services, the 
maintenance of recreation infrastructure, or other measures to manage the impacts of 
recreation on natural resources, especially where the level of impact requires heightened 
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management presence or activity. Fee systems, however, should not be established or 
structured in a manner that effectively creates a financial barrier for people to engage in 
non-motorized recreation on public lands and waters. AMC believes it is in the public 
interest for people, especially youth, to engage in nature-based recreation on land and 
water that has been protected with public funds without the barrier of substantial 
additional costs. 
 
 
The following general principles will guide AMC’s position on fee programs for both 
backcountry and frontcountry settings on public lands: 
 

• Fees should be affordable to a broad segment of the public. In a fee structure 
covering multiple park units or a forest with multiple points of entry, (for 
example, a state park system or national forest) there should be areas that can be 
used without paying a fee to maintain the availability of natural areas to people 
regardless of their ability to pay. In systems where individual fees are paid, youth 
and seniors should receive reduced or waived rates. Free opportunities should be 
available near population centers to encourage rather than discourage nature-
based recreation. 

 
• A fee system should be fair. Areas with high use and demonstrated high impact 

requiring additional management tools and maintenance presence may warrant 
higher fees. Minimal or no fees should be charged where there is little resource 
impacts and minimal management activity is required.  

 
• A fee system should be convenient and easy to understand. Multiple fees should 

be avoided, information on fee requirements should be readily available, and it 
should be convenient to pay any fees. Jurisdictions should consider reciprocal 
agreements to honor, for example, out-of-state fees placed on equipment or 
recreational access passes. 

 
• Fees should be associated with the costs of managing, reducing, preventing, or 

otherwise addressing the impacts of recreational activity on a location’s natural 
resources. Agencies and organizations should provide clear information on how 
fee-based revenue is used. The majority of fees collected for public land and 
water systems should be used within the recreation system where they are 
collected. Fees should not be applied as a tool to discourage use.  

 
• Fee system administration should be cost-effective to ensure that the majority of 

funds collected are applied toward the prevention or management of impacts 
associated with recreational activities. Fees should supplement, not replace other 
public funding for the stewardship cost of backcountry public lands.  

 
• Fees alone should also not create an incentive to overdevelop facilities and attract 

more visitors. The level of development and recreation infrastructure should be 
driven by a recreation management plan that provides a spectrum of recreational 
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opportunities and places emphasis on protecting the character of the recreational, 
ecological, scenic, historic and aesthetic resources and experience. 

 
• Volunteers should be included as a productive component for preventing or 

addressing the impacts of recreation. People who volunteer a given number of 
hours for maintenance, visitor services, and resource management projects should 
be eligible to have their fees waived. 
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Exhibit A – Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail - Long Distance Permit                          2012-11052008-023 

Background:  Permits for travel along the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (PCT) are required in some 
but not all wilderness areas and national parks.  Hikers and stock users desiring long distance travel 
through multiple wilderness areas may be issued a permit by the federal land management agencies 
that the trail traverses.   In addition, the Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCTA) has a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the US Forest Service, National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management and 
California State Parks that authorizes PCTA to assist the government by issuing permits for travel on the 
PCT.  A Challenge Cost Share Agreement between the U.S Forest Service and PCTA funds the 
administrative work required to issue permits.  The purpose of this authorization is to improve services 
and information available to recreationists and to minimize the number of permits needed for long 
distance travel.   Recreationists desiring travel outside of the constraints outlined below may have 
permits issued from federal land management agencies (US Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, and National Park Service.  PCTA retains the authority to refer any applicant to the USFS 
or other agencies for permit issuance. 

This Exhibit outlines the principles of permit issuance by the PCTA. 

General Considerations 

What is the Process for Obtaining a Permit Issued by the PCTA? 

The PCTA accepts applications for permits beginning February 1st.   Permits are valid for one 
continuous trip until December 31st, of the same calendar year. 
 
Permit information and the permit application can be found on the PCTA website. It may also be 
obtained in person, by email, fax or mail.  
 
Permit requests may be submitted in person, by mail, fax or email at the following address:   
The Pacific Crest Trail Association,  1331 Garden Highway, Sacramento, CA 95833 Phone: (916) 
285-1846 Fax: (916) 285-1865 or email info@pcta.org. 

Permits must have specific dates and trailheads listed for start and end points. Nearby cities are 
not adequate. 

The PCTA will issue Long Distance Permits within 30 days from the receipt of the permit request.  
PCTA issues permits primarily by US Mail.    Fax,  or  Email  may  be  used  at  PCTA’s  discretion. 
 
Permit applications will be stored for three years after the Challenge Cost Share Agreement 
expires. The PCTA will comply with Personally Identifiable Information guidelines for these 
documents.  
 
Youth under the age of 18 may be issued a permit if they submit written consent from their 
parent or guardian. The letter must state the dates and location of the proposed trip. Permit 
applications for unaccompanied minors under 16 years old will be reviewed by the US Forest 
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Exhibit A – Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail - Long Distance Permit                          2012-11052008-023 

Service.  Minors must carry the letter from their parent or guardian at all times while on the 
PCT. 
 

Where does the Permit Apply? 

Long Distance Permits are for the PCT corridor only.  Alternate routes may be allowed if there are no 
local restrictions in place.   

Users may travel off the PCT corridor to nearby trailheads for reasons of resupply and reaching or 
departing the Trail. Travel must be done on the most direct trail between the PCT and the trailhead.  
Prior to going off the PCT corridor, recreationists should be aware of local restrictions. 

 
 Long distance permits do not allow for camping off the PCT corridor, even while traveling to and 

from trailheads.  Additional permits may be necessary. 
 

 Permits may only be issued for ingress or egress at trailheads within fifteen trail miles of the 
PCNST.   
 

 Southbound Travel from Canada:  At this time, due to US Customs and Border Protection 
regulations, no permits will be issued originating in Manning Provincial Park, BC, Canada. Users 
requesting to start at the US/Canada border and travel south will be issued a permit from a 
southern trailhead, typically Harts Pass, north to the international border and then back south 
to their destination.   

What is the Length of Travel Required? 

The itinerary must be for a trip  of  500  or  more  continuous  miles.    “Yo-Yo”  trips,  starting  at  point  A,  
heading to point B and returning to point A, may be issued as long as the entire distance traveled totals 
more than 500 miles.   Permits for shorter trips are issued from the local land management agency.  

How many people/stock does the Permit authorize for travel on the PCT? 

A single Long Distance Permit may be issued to a group size of up to 8 people and 12 head of stock.  All 
members of the party are required to travel together and will require a separate permit if they split up 
and camp in different locations.  See below for specific llama restrictions in Yosemite National Park. 

National Parks, State Parks and Wilderness Areas have varied restrictions on pets and pack goats and 
these animals are not authorized through this long distance permit.   

Site Specific Considerations for Travel on the PCT 

Mount Whitney and Adjacent Trailheads (Inyo National Forest and Sequoia and Kings Canyon National 
Parks) 
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No permits will be issued originating from Whitney Portal.  

Access to the Mt. Whitney Zone (east side of Mt. Whitney) requires an additional Mt. Whitney Zone 
Permit. PCTA may also issue permits for the Mt. Whitney Zone Permit by charging a reservation fee 
(currently $15.00) with the Long Distance Permit application and then remitting the collected funds to 
the Inyo National Forest, Permit Office at the end of the calendar year.   

 

Yosemite National Park 

For trips originating in Yosemite National Park, permits will only be issued from the Tuolumne Meadows 
area trailheads.  

The PCT Long Distance Permit allows for llama trekking the entire length except through Yosemite 
National Park.  Llamas are not allowed on the High Sierra Camp Loop, the Vernal/Nevada Falls corridor, 
or the river trail from Nevada Fall to Merced Lake. Exceptions may be made for Pacific Crest Trail and 
John Muir Trail users with written permission of the Superintendent (PO Box 577, Yosemite, CA 95389). 
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